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Faculty and students at Cornell University were active in
nanotechnology long before it became a buzzword. The university was
among the first to customize facilities for the exacting challenges of
working at the micron and nanoscale. Cornell's foresight from more
than a decade ago has positioned it to compete with the best in
nanotechnology today.

Cornell maintains a diverse stable of research facilities that receive
support from federal and state government agencies as well as some
private funding. With an annual budget of more than $10 million in
2005, the Cornell Center for Materials Research has pulled together an
interdisciplinary team of scientists and engineers in well-equipped
shared facilities. The Nanobiotechnology Center brings in life scientists
along with physical scientists and engineers to study biological
systems at the subcellular and molecular level. The center has inspired
researchers to develop novel micro and nanofabricated devices.

The Center for Nanoscale Systems in Information Technologies focuses
on the electronic, photonic and magnetic properties of nanomaterials.
Its goal is to provide a new generation of products for computational,
sensing, information storage and communications systems. Cornell is
also one of only three universities worldwide selected by the
philanthropic Kavli Institute to become a nanoscience research center.

Cornell has been the most successful of the universities in its
commercialization efforts, in part because the campus offers facilities
for producing as well as studying at the micro and nanoscale. The
Cornell NanoScale Science and Technology Facility makes its
nanofabrication tools and processes and trained staff available to



industry as well as university researchers. Almost half of its funding
comes from user fees.

Students and faculty also collaborate with corporations like IBM,
Evident Technologies and Hitachi on projects as diverse as
nanotransistors, quantum dots and memory devices. They're active
with various national labs and institutes as well.

The university stands out for its micro and nanotech patenting and
creation of companies. The Cornell Center for Technology, Enterprise
and Commercialization was consolidated in 2004 to support startups
such as Illuminaria, whose portable biosensing technology was
developed in the engineering department.
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